Dear M. Gauthier:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Mirgan Cty,
Loui si ana, on August 22, 2003. In your statenent you di scussed
several itens of concern to your conmunity.

The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers is aware that fluff
continues to be a problemin the Bar Channel reach of the
At chaf al aya R ver and Bayous Chene, Boeuf, and Bl ack.
Hi storically, and during this fiscal year, funding appropriation
for this project was not adequate to dredge frequently enough to
keep the bar channel free of fluff and to performroutine annua
mai nt enance in the other reaches of the navigation channel.
Bet ween COct ober 2002 and February 2003, approxi mately $10. 4
mllion of the $11.7 million that was spent on the Atchafal aya
Ri ver and Bayous Chene, Boeuf, and Bl ack project was utilized
exclusively to perform mai ntenance dredging and to construct the
test section in the bar channel. Another $400,000 was spent to
conplete the fluff study in the bar channel.

In the bar channel where fluff is a problem we neasure
channel depth acoustically and with a | ead weight attached to a
wre rope, also known as a lead line. The acoustic information
provi des the depth to the top of the fluff. Lead-line data
reveal the depth to the hard bottom Currently, the top of
fluff in the bar channel ranges from -14 feet to —26 feet Mean
Low Gulf (MG, and the hard bottom readi ngs range from-15.5
feet to -29 feet MG

The United States Coast Guard is responsible for
establishing and maintaining the aids to navigation (ATON) on
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Federal navigation channels. W are aware of frequent concerns
regardi ng novenent of and damage to navigation aids. To assi st
the Coast Guard in their maintenance, New Ol eans District
personnel routinely collect electronic position data for the
ATON whi |l e perform ng channel surveys. The el ectronic positions
are included in the survey plots that the New Ol eans District
provides to the Coast Guard, Mdrgan Cty Harbor and Term nal
District, and other channel users. Additionally, recent channel
surveys, which include the electronic positions of the ATON at
the tine of the survey, are generally available on the New



Oleans District website at www. mvn. usace. arny. m | /ops/ odt/nav-
cond.htm We will continue to support the Coast Guard ATON
program and channel users by providing updated information as it
beconmes avail abl e.

Navi gati on channels in the Morgan City area have an
aut hori zed depth of 12 feet, as indicated on the encl osed map.
The Atchafal aya River and Bayous Chene, Boeuf, and Bl ack have
an authorized depth of 20 feet. Project depths are defined in
t he Congressional |egislation that authorizes construction and
mai nt enance of each specific navigation project. Congressional
authority is required to change the depth of any navigation
channel .

Mai nt enance activities are currently underway in the 20-
foot navigation channel. Wth the receipt of an additional $6
mllion in June 2003, the New Oleans District initiated work
in Bayou Chene and the Horseshoe reaches in preparation for the
transport of the Hol stein Topside Conponent that is schedul ed
for March 2004 and for four additional fabrication projects at
the J. Ray McDernott Fabrication Yard in Anelia. Dredging in
t he Horseshoe reach was conpl eted on Septenber 4, 2003. The
Hor seshoe channel reach currently provides full -project width
and depth. The dredging in the Bayou Chene reach is ongoi ng
and is scheduled to be conpleted in February 2004. Mi ntenance
wi |l be conducted in the Bar Channel and Bay Channel reaches
prior to the novenent of the Hol stein Topside Conmponent in March
2004.

The New Ol eans District continues to strive to maintain
the 20-foot project with the funds that are appropriated
annual Iy by Congress. When additional study funds becone
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avail able, we will continue to investigate and eval uate net hods
to solve the problemof fluff and to inprove the operability of
t he channel at Myrgan Cty.

The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your views and wil |
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,



Don T. Riley

Bri gadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmm ssion

Encl osur e



